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Lake Martin 

September 2005 

Jody David 

 

      Lake Martin, St. Martin Parish, was surveyed for the presence of aquatic vegetation on 

September 13
th

, 2005. On the day of the survey the water was clear with secchi disk readings of 

68 cm.  The water level of the lake was 9.7 feet MSL.  

 

       The open section of the lake was free of all aquatic vegetation.  Moderate to heavy 

infestations of duckweed (Lemna minor), watermeal (Wolffia spp.) and common salvinia 

(Salvinia minima) was observed in portions of the wooded areas surrounding the lake.  Also light 

amounts of water hyacinth (Eichhornia crassipes) were located on the southwest end of the lake 

in and near the rookery.  The only submerged vegetation, hydrilla (Hydrilla verticillata), was 

located near the boat ramp in less than one foot of water.   

 

        Other aquatic plants that were observed in trace to light amounts were pennywort 

(Hydrocotyle spp.), alligatorweed (Alternanthera philoxeroides), American lotus (Nelumbo 

lutea), water primrose (Ludwigia spp.), duck potato (Sagittaria spp.), sedge (Carex spp.), cattail 

(Typha spp.), needle grass (Juncus roemerianus) and frogbit (Limnobium spongia).  
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 



Lake Martin Vegetation Survey 7 28 2010 

 

A survey of the present aquatic vegetation was conducted on Lake Martin on 7/28/2010. 

At that time, no submerged vegetation was observed. Light amounts of Eichhornia crassipes 

were seen occupying the lake shoreline with slightly heavier amount observed along the western 

shoreline. Small patches of Eichhornia crassipes were seen floating in the middle of the lake. 

Moderate to heavy amounts of Salvinia minima were observed in the wooded southern end of the 

lake along with light patches of Carex spp.  Small amounts of this vegetation were also seen 

along the northwest shoreline. All in all, aquatic vegetation amounts were light throughout the 

open water area of the lake. The wooded area of the southern portion of the lake appeared to 

contain lighter than usual amounts of floating vegetation. Lake water quality was very good with 

dissolved oxygen levels above 4.0 mg/l throughout the open water area of the lake. Water level 

was 9.8 ft and the shallow areas above the spoil ridges on the northern end of the lake were free 

of vegetation.  

Gillnetting in the early winter of 2009 captured 33 grass carp all over 3 feet total length.  

 



Lake Martin Vegetation Survey 

7/28/11 

Martin Plonsky, Dist 6 Inland Fisheries 

 

Lake Martin continues to have a moderate amount of common salvinia (Salvinia minima) with the 

greatest concentration found in the southern third of the lake known as the bird rookery. This area of 

the lake is shallow with an average depth of 2 to 2.5 feet and is thickly vegetated with buttonbush 

(Cephalanthus occidentalis) and bald cypress (Taxodium distichum).  Mats of sedge (Carex sp.) and water 

primrose (Ludwigia spp.) are also doing well within the bird rookery area of the lake. Attempts to control 

and reduce the common salvinia found in the rookery using diquat dibromide have been made with 

limited success due to the arduous circumstance with regard to the advantageous operation of utilized 

herbicide spray equipment within the rookery area.  Salvinia is beginning to spread to the open areas of 

the lake north of the rookery. Would the rookery be a suitable location for the stocking of common 

salvinia weevil (Cyrtobagous salviniae)? 

To the north of the rookery area, the open water area of the lake remains mostly free of floating 

vegetation with only slight amounts of water hyacinth (E. crassipes) observed on the lake’s northern 

areas. The entire lake remains free of any submerged vegetation with the stocked                                      

grass carp (Ctenopharyngodon idella) population continuing to thrive. A few small patches of water lily 

(N. odorata) are observed along the border between the rookery and open lake areas.  Very slight 

amounts of alligator weed (A. philoxeroides) can be seen along the open northern lake end banks as well 

as more moderate amounts in the rookery area.  

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


